TANGLED ISSUES                        455

should not be treated as a party question ; and he
had offered to co-operate with Lord Salisbury in
bringing about a settlement of it by the Conservative
Ministry. But that such an idea should have
occurred to him as feasible shows with how much
ignorance of the world the world may be governed.
What misled him on this occasion was probably
the success of his negotiations the year before with
the Conservative leaders on the details of the
Redistribution Bill. But the two cases offered no
parallel, for it was precisely on the details, not on
the principle, of popular representation that dis-
agreements existed. With Home Rule the principle
was everything ; and Conservatism might as well
have ceased to exist as accept it. Irish autonomy
meant a fundamental change in the Constitution ;
a personal offence to the Queen, who hated it; a
measure, more or less, of confiscation ; a danger to
Protestantism ; an apparent triumph to the enemies
of England. Justice, freedom, nationality, were
the leading ideas invoked on behalf of the new
departure ; but these had long been watchwords of
Liberalism. They might appeal to individual
Conservatives like Lord Carnarvon, whom a brief
residence in Dublin as Viceroy had converted to
Home Rule ; to the mass of the party they stood
for that particular kind of canting sentiment which
is used as a cloak for selfish ambition.

Nor was this all. Apart from principle, and
considered merely from the Parliamentary point of
view, Liberalism had everything to gain, Toryism
everything to lose, by a scheme of Home Rule
which would exclude the Irish members from the
House of Commons, It meant the speedy return